


Key Features and Benefits of Pricing Appliance

Complete solution

Pricing Appliance provides a rules-based pricing engine, powerful
analytical database and flexible and dynamic reporting capability all
running on a highly scalable processing platform.

Through an intuitive front-end graphical user interface (GUI), the user
can create price plans for any event-hased service and then run these
against full volumes of usage data to re-price the event records. The
resulting re-priced data set is stored in the database where it can be
analyzed and reported on using Pricing Appliance’s standard reports or
third-party applications.

Pricing Appliance is different from other solutions because it provides
large storage capacity and high-scale processing power combined with
high usability and flexible, business time reporting on a single platform.

Empowering business users

Pricing Appliance includes a unique rules engine that enables business
and financial analysts to control all aspects of pricing and profitability
analysis — including direct authorship of the processing logic.

Via the front-end GUI, the power to produce, execute and analyze
pricing models is put into the hands of the business user with little or
no requirement for IT involvement. Business analysts themselves can
create price models, select event details, re-price them with multiple
price models, analyze the results against other data and then output the
results via Pricing Appliance’s various pre-configured reports or reports
they create themselves.

Business-time analysis of multiple tariff models

Pricing Appliance enables a new approach to price modelling and
analysis whereby analysts can execute sets of complex pricing runs for
detailed analysis in a very short period of time. For example: multiple
iterations of a price model, with minor variations to the tariff attributes,
can be run against full volumes of usage data. The resulting sets of
re-priced data can then be analyzed down to individual event level or
grouped to produce results by customer, product, destination or time
period.

In practice, this new level of analysis capability allows analysts to
explore their ideas against full volumes of data, to explore them more
widely, and make greater use of iterative “what if” analysis.

Pricing Appliance offers business users:
a library of pre-defined price plan templates
an easy-to-use GUI for the creation of new price plans
the ability to re-price full volumes of event records without the need
for sampling
a suite of standard pre-configured reports
a flexible environment supporting “train-of-thought” analysis and
ad-hoc report generation
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Centralized pricing analysis platform

All data stored in Pricing Appliance is readily available for use for a range of
pricing analysis including:

- price plan modelling

- competitor tariff analysis

- revenue assurance

- billing compliance

- cost management

Typical data that is made available in Pricing Appliance includes libraries of
current tariff plans, full volumes of current and historic usage data, cost data,
results of previous analysis, customer account information and competitor price
plans. Furthermore, new data can be loaded quickly and easily at any stage.

Pricing Appliance makes the business rules used in pricing and revenue
analytics completely visible to all the diverse stakeholders in an organization.
This ensures a single version of the truth that helps minimize subtle misunder-
standings between network, IT and business level groups that collectively
develop the nuances of revenue, costs and margins.

Complete flexibility

Pricing Appliance offers built-in flexibility and performance. It enables intuitive
expression of any rule for pricing, costing, discounting or promotions. These
include all combinations of common telecommunications pricing approaches,
such as:

- complex time tiering

- inclusive minutes and other cumulative balances

- friends and family calling circles

- promotional periods

- Cross service discounts

- multi-party revenue sharing

Dynamic analysis demands a dynamic reporting capability. Pricing Appliance
delivers this through numerous pre-defined reports that are included in the
solution. Pricing Appliance is also fully compatible with other tools such as MS
Excel, Business Objects, Cognos, MicroStrategy. Power users can also query
the data directly using SQL.

Field proven, high performance, scalable technology

Kognitio and Ratelntegration have been providing high volume re-pricing and
analysis solutions to telecom service providers for many years. Pricing
Appliance is designed to scale to handle data volumes from a few hundreds of
thousands to billions of event records. As data volumes increase and more data
is loaded for analysis and computation, the performance of the appliance
remains constant through the simple addition of more units of commodity
hardware.

Key benefits of using Pricing Appliance include:

more accurate analysis for better revenue and margin management
more granular information and better control of the business
greater competitive advantage through more detailed insight

better understanding of missed revenue opportunities and
compliance shortcomings
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